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Opening: 23 February 2018, 4:30 p.m.

Museo delle Civiltà – Museo Preistorico Etnografico “L. Pigorini” 
On 23 February 2017, the Museo delle Civiltà – Museo preistorico etnografico “L. Pigorini” will be inaugurating the collaborative exhibition “The Making of a Point of View. Spotlights on the Indonesian and Malaysian collections”, organized as part of the European SWICH - Sharing a world of Inclusion, Creativity and Heritage project. 

The exhibition "The Making of a Point of View" presents four independent installations; each of which offers different points of view on a part of the heritage of the Museo delle Civiltà. Along with the usual display of objects, which were collected during the geographical explorations of the nineteenth century, we find a mixture of the languages of contemporary art, autobiographical narration and a historical and museological approach making it the starting point for creative, cognitive, formative and rediscovery processes. The interweaving of these elements sets in motion a process that surpasses the linearity of a classical exhibition.

The exhibition not only presents the museum’s Indonesian and Malaysian collections; rather, as the curators of the project, Loretta Paderni and Rosa Anna Di Lella, say: "We wanted to illustrate different cognitive paths starting from a close look at the collections. We tried to subvert the usual approaches of cultural identity. We all have something to say about objects, regardless whether they form part of our cultural and identity heritage; we can observe them, manipulate them - physically and conceptually - and do other things with them, to the point where their shape is distorted. We tried to force and push beyond the boundaries of meaning, while moving the attention from the objects to the subjects which form a relation with the heritage and recognize its value."

The first installation, Objects in dialogue: narrations, presents the particular point of view of Elio Modigliani, the traveller-scholar who in 1886 explored the island of Nias (Indonesia) recounting his experience in what may be considered as one of the first ethnographic monographs: "A journey to Nias" dated 1890. The observations made in the field give voice to the objects and converse with archival materials, letters and photographs on an ideal work table, which represents the creation process of the museum’s exhibition itinerary.

The second point of view, Diaspora objects: reconnections, consists of a multi-vocal installation, curated by six Indonesian students - Alessya, Anas, Isma, Evan, Viciana and Vivaldi. The students visited the museum's depositories and chose some objects from the Indonesian collections as a starting point to tell personal stories and experiences, reconnecting the historical heritage to their lives. They present first-hand accounts through interviews with other members of the Indonesian community on some aspects related to the cultural contexts of origin. 
Objects in transit: transformations presents the extensive involvement work by the students from the Centro Civico Zero Photographic Laboratory, coordinated by Yves Legal, Andrea Alessandrini and Mohamed Keita. The collaboration path, which began in 2015 as part of the "Museum to Museum Narratives" project promoted by the MAXXI Public Engagement Department starting from the "Transformers" exhibition (MAXXI, November 2015 - March 2016), focused on the idea of the transformation of objects, in particular weapons and instruments of dialogue and cultural encounter.

The theme of weapons is also a central aspect in the artistic intervention by H.H. Lim, Origin of details, the result of an artistic residency at the Museum of Civilizations which took place in 2016-2017. H.H. Lim investigates the weapons and other objects of defence in the museum’s collections, linking them to the process of artistic creation. The conflict, the struggle, becomes entirely interior and is displayed on a series of six white tables with sentences engraved in low relief, which challenge and recall, with their apparent neutrality, the perennial search for the creative process. As the artist states: "It is a battle based on thought, on the ability to always find new solutions, on the complexity of the decisions that every artist must take within their own studio. Combining the museum objects with the tables creates a dialogue between elements that are very distant from each other, even over time, yet it manages to establish a point of contact that I consider quite interesting." 
The exhibition is part of the SWICH - Sharing a World of Inclusion, Creativity and Heritage project; its aim is to reflect on the role of ethnographic museums in view of the transformations of European society in a multicultural perspective. The project (November 2014 - September 2018) included several activities among which artist residencies, collaborative exhibitions, workshops and conferences. The SWICH project is a natural continuation of previous European projects in which the Pigorini Museum has actively participated as both a partner and a leader: Ethnography Museums and World Cultures (RIME) and Réseau européen des Associations de Diasporas & Musées d'Ethnographie (READ-ME I & II) focused on the future of ethnographic museums and on the collaborative practices between museums and diasporas.

The exhibition facilities were created by the K_Alma Carpentry and Social Workshop, which was established in Rome in May 2017. A workshop that began from scratch, completely self-funded, that trained roughly twenty people, including asylum seekers and unemployed Italians.
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